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THE CHURCH SERVICE AND THE CHURCH YEAR 


Each Service appointed by the Church includes 
many elements of devotion—adoration, faith, re- 
pentance, assurance, edification, prayer, praise, 
thanksgiving, commemoration, consecration, bene- 
diction. 

Yet in its totality it presents a definite thought, 
or a series of related thoughts. As the Service 
proceeds, the responsive co-operation of minister, 
choir and congregation builds up around the cen- 
tral theme a harmonious and beautiful structure. 

While complete in itself, however, each Service 
is but a part of a greater order. It stands in close 
relation to the other Services appointed for the 
entire Church Year. The Gospel and the Epistle 
for each Day contain a definite, a complete mes- 
sage. But the full round of Scriptural teaching 
concerning the life and the work of our Lord, and 
an adequate and balanced view of Christian life 
and duty are to be found only in the complete 
series of Lessons appointed for the entire Year. 

The Christian Liturgy is the age-long product 
of thought and experience developing about two 
great ideas—the preaching of the Word and the 
Administration of the Lord’s Supper. Able and 
devout minds in many centuries and many lands 
have devoted their best knowledge and taste to 
preparing devotional introductions and conclusions 
to these two essential features. 

Some of these are invariable. They represent 
the great unchanging needs, experiences and de- 
sires of humanity which must find expression in 
Christian Worship at all times and under all con- 
ditions. Such parts are the Confession of Sins 
and the Absolution, the Kyrie, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Preface, Sanctus, Words of 
Institution, Thanksgiving and Benediction. 

About this fixed framework are grouped the 


variable parts which give outward form, color, and 
life to the whole, and which relate the particular 
Service to the greater structure of the Church 
Year. Such elements are the Introit, Collect, 
Epistle, Gradual and Gospel; the Hymns, the 
Sermon, the Prayers, the Proper Preface, etc. To- 
gether these invariable and variable elements build 
up a harmonious and beautiful Service for the 
Day, and complete the structure of the Church 
Year. 

The Gospel for the Day, or the Epistle, is 
therefore more than a Scripture Lesson; the: Col- 
lect is more than a prayer; the Introit and the 
Gradual are more than convenient texts for the 
composer; the Hymn is something more than 
devotional verse. He who would appreciate the 
real meaning and beauty of each Service and 
understand the real Mind of the Church must 
regard each of these elements in its relation to 
all others. Each part may be beautiful in itself, 
but it is but a single stone in a larger mosaic, and 
many mosaics are found on the walls of the 
Temple of Worship. 

The Liturgy is a great poem. The prosaic mind 
finds much in it for which there is little logical 
explanation. It has not been composed by any 
one hand or in any one age. Its several parts are 
not mechanically related. Their inner harmony is, 
often, not obvious. It must be sought in a com- 
mon relation of parts to the Church Year and 
through this to each other. Occasionally it may 
be impossible to establish any definite connection 
between some parts of a particular Service, but 
this is exceptional and generally indicates a dislo- 
cation of historical material. In the great majority 
of the Services, particularly on the greater Festi- 
vals and Days, the central thought is evident, and 


the office of the several parts in developing it is 
equally clear. 

In general it may be said that the Gospel usually 
presents the essential, objective thought of the 
Day. The Epistle often expands, illumines or 
applies this in a personal or practical way. The 
Collect sums up the whole in a brief but compre- 
hensive prayer, which, resting upon some quality 
or promise of God, asks of Him a particular grace 
or blessing for the whole body of believers. The 
Introit strikes the key-note of the Service, and in- 
dicates the mood and spirit of the Day as a part 
of the Liturgical Year. The Gradual forms a 


transition from the Epistle to the Gospel and 
generally links the thought of the two. 

The Introit and the Gradual properly belong to 
the Choir. Connecting, as they often do, the Serv- 
ice of the Day with the thought of the Church 
Year, and revealing thus the fuller, deeper Mind 
of the Church, they lend themselves to a fuller 
musical treatment by the Choir. The latter may 
well be regarded as representing, in this, its 
special music, the voice of the Holy Christian 
Church as it speaks in terms of age-long faith, 
love and experience to the worshiping congrega- 
tions of today. . 


THE INTROIT 


The Introit is one of the oldest and most char- 
acteristic parts of the Service in the Western 
Church. Eastern liturgies begin very differently. 
As its meaning (Introitus-““Entrance”) suggests, 
the Introit is a portion of Psalmody originally 
sung while the ministers entered the Church and 
approached the Altar. A preliminary Service of 
Confession was held privately by the clergy and 
their assistants in the sacristy—later at the foot of 
the Altar—but the singing of the Introit marked 
the actual beginning of the public Service of the 
Day. . 

The introduction of these processional Psalms 
is usually ascribed to Pope Celestine I (422-432 
A. D.), but they may have been in use even earlier. 
As the Church Year developed, and came more 
and more to influence the Liturgy, a particular 
Psalm was appointed for each Festival and Day, 
and an antiphon was sung before this Psalm and 
repeated after each verse. Later usage abbrevi- 
ated this, and reduced the Introit to the antiphon, 
one verse of the Psalm, the Gloria Patri and the 
antiphon repeated. 

The antiphon is usually one or more verses of 
the Psalm, chosen with fine propriety and skill to 
strike the central thought of the Day, which is 
developed later in the Gospel or the Epistle. The 
Psalm verse is usually the first verse of the Psalm, 
which has thus survived as a fragment of the 
whole. If the first verse is used as an antiphon, 
the Psalm verse is the one immediately following. 

The Lutheran Church almost universally re- 
tained the Introit at the time of the Reformation, 
and the Cantionales prepared for choirs give the 
series of ancient Introits in the original Latin. 
The difficulty of preparing German translations 


which could be used with the historic melodies, 
led to the use of a single characteristic Introit 
for a Season, and gradually to the substitution of 
a German Season Hymn, particularly in village 
churches or where capable choirs were lacking. 
Some Church Orders directed the minister to sing 
or read the Introit aloud if the choir did not sing 
it, or even, in some instances, if the choir did sing 
it in Latin. 

The Common Service, in its restoration of the 
full, normal Lutheran Liturgy in the English 


- language for our American churches, provided the 


entire series of historic Introits. Congregations 
of today are far better able to appreciate and use 
a highly articulated Service than were our fathers 
in the early days of the Reformation, when the 
Liturgy was in process of translation from a 
foreign tongue, and when the congregation was 
only beginning to participate again in forms which 
the clergy and a choir of boys preparing for the 
priesthood had hitherto conducted. The signifi- 
cance and beauty of the Introit in its relation to 
the entire Service may now be thoroughly appre- 
ciated by all who wish to understand the spirit 
and meaning of the Liturgy. 

After the preliminary Confession of Sins which, 
in its unvarying form, prepares minister and 
congregation for the actual beginning of every 
Service, the Introit formally and solemnly an- 
nounces, as by a herald’s proclamation, the key- 
note of the Day, and suggests the relation of the 
particular Service to the larger idea of the Season. 
So important and determinative is this function 
that many Sundays are known by the first word 
of the Latin Introit for the Day, e.g., the Sundays 
in Lent (Jnvocavit, Reminiscere, Oculi, etc.), and 


the Sundays after Easter (Quasimodo Geniti, 
Misericordias Domini, Jubilate, etc.) 

The Introit is the first variable part of the 
Liturgy for each Day. The others are the Collect, 
the Epistle, the Gradual and the Gospel. To- 
gether these five variable elements, called the 
Propria (or “Propers” of the Day), give distinc- 
tive character to each Service. 


As sounding such a formal, festival note, the 
Introit should be sung by the choir. Whenever 
this is not possible, it should be read. Such read- 
ing, however, is but a makeshift, which reflects 
no credit on the liturgical appreciations and musi- 
cal resources of the Church of today. The minis- 
ter might quite as logically read the Hymns of the 
congregation as read the Introits of the choir. 


THE GRADUAL 


The Gradual has a history which antedates that 
of the Introit. 

The Psalter was the hymn book of the Jewish 
Church, and the early Christian Services followed 
Jewish custom in alternating the reading of Scrip- 
ture with the singing of Psalms. Originally a 
whole Psalm was thus sung after each Lesson. 
For a time three Lessons were regularly read: a 
Prophecy, an Epistle and a Gospel. By the time 
of Gregory the Great (590-604 A.D.), the Proph- 
ecy was discontinued and the Psalms sung after it 
and after the Epistle were reduced to a few verses 
and combined into a single chant, which was called 
the Gradual. It received this name because it was 
chanted from the step (gradus) from which the 
Epistle had been read, or, in later times, from the 
Choir or Altar steps. 

The Gradual in its present form thus represents 
a combination of portions of two Psalms. The 
first (Psalmus responsorius) is the Gradual, 
strictly speaking, and was originally sung after 
the Prophecy by a single reader. The people re- 
sponded after each verse, which was an ancient 
Jewish custom well shown by the structure of 
Psalm 136. 

The second part (versus alleluiaticus), repre- 
sents the Psalm originally sung after the Epistle. 
It usually consists of two Alleluias, a Psalm verse 
and a final Alleluia. 

From Septuagesima to Easter the Alleluia is not 
sung, and its place is taken by the Tract (Psalmus 
tractus). This is also a selection of Psalm verses 
and is so called because it was originally sung 
straight through without responses. On the Sun- 
days after Easter, and until Trinity Sunday, the 
first part of the Gradual is dropped and only the 
Alleluia and its verse retained. 

The purpose of the Gradual in its later form is 
to provide carefully chosen passages of Scripture 


to serve as a liturgical response to the Epistle and , 


a connecting link between it and the Gospel. By 


employing the artistic resources of the choir this 
response adds dignity and beauty to one of the 
most important parts of the Service—the reading 
of the Lessons from Holy Scripture. It also again 
sounds forth the thought of the Day or Season. 
Often the first part of the Gradual echoes the 
thought of the Epistle, while the second part pro- 
vides a transition to the Gospel. When a connec- 
tion as close as this cannot be discovered, the 
Gradual has its own value as a liturgical response 
to the Lesson, a lofty expression of the spiritual 
sentiments awakened by the Word of God in the 
heart of the believer. 

Luther in his version of the Liturgy retained the 
Gradual, but wished it to be as brief as possible. 
A large number of the Lutheran Church Orders 
retained it in more or less modified form, much 
as in the case of the Introit. Some retained only a 
few characteristic Graduals for Festivals and Sea- - 
sons; some ordered the Minister to sing or read 
them. But gradually the development of congre- 
gational Hymnody pressed the use of sequences 
and Hymns into this place in the Service, at first 
after the singing of the Gradual by the choir, and 
later in many Orders as a substitute for the 
Gradual. The “Hauptlied,” or principal Hymn of 
the Service, carefully chosen with reference to the 
thought of the Day, often came to be sung at this 
place. 

Modern Lutheran liturgies have more and more 
appreciated the importance and beauty of the 
Gradual, and have endeavored to restore it, in 
modified form at least. Thus the Common Serv- 
ice provided “Sentences for the Seasons” to be 
sung with the Hallelujah after the Epistle, and 
the Common Service Book, while retaining these 
substitutes, also restores the entire series of scrip- 
tural and historic Graduals for all the Days in the 
Calendar. In a very few instances it has supplied 
new texts when historic ones were not available or 
desirable. 


THE MUSIC OF THE BOOK 


Both the Introits and the Graduals in their Latin 
form have historic Plain Song melodies which 
have been associated with them for centuries. It 
does not seem possible to adapt these, beautiful as 
many of them are, to the English texts, and 
those who have tried to do so have come to appre- 
ciate the difficulties felt at the time of the 
Reformation in connection with the German 
texts.* 

The present work attempts to provide original 
musical compositions for all the Introits and 
Graduals in the Common Service Book. While 
recognizing liturgical and musical traditions, these 
settings have the tonality and greater freedom of 
modern music, and thus will be at once intelligible 
and acceptable to present-day choirs and congre- 
gations. 

For the Introits the uniform plan has been fol- 
‘lowed of giving out the antiphon by a solo voice in 
formal, dignified fashion—often as recitative. The 
choir in four-part harmony develops the thought 
of the Psalm verse, and the choir and congregation 
unite in the Gloria Patri. The latter is always set 
to a simple Anglican chant, which is repeated 
throughout the Season. 

Upon the basis of a careful study of each In- 
troit, Doctor Matthews has given a sympathetic 
and adequate musical expression of its inner mood 
and meaning. He has resisted every temptation 
to treat the text in extended anthem form, and has 


*A Plain Song setting of the Introits arranged for 
unison chanting is given in the Choral Service Book, 
edited by Harry G. ArcHER and LuTuHER D. ReEep, 1901, 
pp. 96-141. (United Lutheran Publication House, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.) 


+The Proper of the Mass for Sundays and Holy Days 
Set to Simple Music, by A. EpMonps Tozer, Mus. Doc., 
London and New York, 1906. 


enhanced the historical significance of the Introits 
by the simplicity and directness of his method, 
while musical interest and value have been beauti- 
fully sustained. The sequence of keys has been 
carefully guarded and the entire series can be used 
without a single break in tonality between the 
parts which precede and follow the Introit in the 
regular setting of the Service. 

As far as is known, no setting of the English 
text of the Graduals has ever been published. 
After attempting several more elaborate treat- 
ments Doctor Matthews adopted the general plan 
followed by the English musician, Doctor A. Ed- 
monds Tozer, in his settings of the Latin texts, 
and for most of the Sundays gives simple chant 
forms, with more fully developed Alleluias. These 
dignified and effective settings will not detract— 
as they might in extended anthem fashion—from 
the significance of the liturgical Lessons, but will 
enrich and enhance this central feature. 

The Gradual chants should be rendered in free, 
declamatory manner, without drawling and with- 
out haste, and with all the voices in perfect accord. 
These settings will be particularly effective if sung 
in four parts without accompaniment (a capella). 
This, however, will require the highest standards 
of choral work in attacks, enunciation, phrasing, 
balanced tone, and sustained pitch. 

The use of occasional accent marks in the text 
calls attention to vowels which may be slightly— 
but very slightly—prolonged as a “rallying point” 
in the chanting. 

Punctuation marks may be observed by a slight 
pause. 

Intelligent study of the thought of the words 
will suggest to the choirmaster proper modifica- 
tions in volume and tempo. 
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Christmas Day 
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